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the Dandle Dinmonts of Liddesdale or the borderers of
Persia and Turkey.
As Christians, they have, of course, their clergy; but
these are peasants like themselves, living as they do, and
hardly better taught. The qashi or priests may indeed
be able to read the services, and it is not the thing for them
to take part actually in the tribal battles. But this dis-
ability does not apply to the deacons ($hamashi)r who
in the Nestorian Church form a regular grade in the
ministry, with regular duties of their own, and are not
merely candidates for the priesthood. These may go out to
fight if the case requires it; and more than one reverend
deacon among them leads the fighting as efficiently .as he
leads the prayers.
One prominent Kurdish Agha, a certain Bedr Khan Beg,
takes out his Christian village to battle, as readily as his
Kurdish one: and the village deacon is his second in command.
This Bedr Khan Beg is no relation whatever to his famous
(or infamous) namesake of Bohtan, of whom we make
mention elsewhere. He is a chief of the Begzadi Kurds whose
prowess and activity have won him much local reputation,
but who can boast no such formidable following as the
Sheikhs of Neri or Barzan. For ourselves, we feel bound
to speak well of him ; for did he not once offer, out of pure
goodwill, to make proclamation iii the district that if we
or any of our servants had to complain of any molestation,
<c I, Bedr Khan Beg, will hang at least two Kurds every
time ! " It is true that we scrupled to lay ourselves
under such an obligation to him ; but Bedr Khan Beg (like
General Robert Craufurd) had a reputation of being
uncommonly likely to carry out his threats.
He adopted a similar expedient with conspicuous success
a little later. Some citizen of Urmi owed him money, and
refused to discharge his just debt. Accordingly he published
his intention of killing one Seyyid a month until such time
as he received payment. Urmi Seyyids are mostly Shiahs,
whereas Bedr Khan Beg is a Sunni; though it may be
doubted whether this was a point to which he attached
much weight.